Scleroderma and watermelon stomach.
Two patients with scleroderma (systemic sclerosis, SSc) and chronic blood loss secondary to gastric vascular ectasia--"watermelon stomach"--are presented. These cases exemplify the condition of gastric vascular ectasia and highlight the increasingly recognized association with autoimmune antibodies and connective tissue disease such as SSc. In both cases the onset of gastric blood loss coincided with the clinical manifestations of sclerodactyly by months, suggesting some temporal relationship. Although a number of different treatment modalities are available, and discussed in this report, both cases required gastrectomy.